WORD FORMATION

1 Discuss the questions.

a When you buy something, do you ever worry about the effect it might have on the
environment?

b Do you think people should worry about this? Why?/Why not?

2 Read the text, ignoring the gaps and the words in capitals. How does the
production of pencils and pens affect the environment?

PLANET EARTH

Pencils are considered to be one of the most
oworthwhile inventions in human hisfory, but when WORTH
you pick up a pencil, do you ever think about how _
. the manufacture of these things DAMAGE

can be to the environment? Well, perhaps you 'y

should. i ‘
Pencilsare2_______ from wood and PROD|UCT
graphite, but the graphite comes from mines which f ﬂ
often pollute local rivers. In ferms of the amount of - 1
5. damage it causes, mining a fon ENVIRONMENT
of graphiteismuchless‘______ - thanthe HARNI !f ‘“
extraction of many other resources from the ground, \5 i{{

but think of the millions of people in the world who

use pencils!

Some people think that using pens is less
s forthe environment because pens
last longer. With a single biro, you could draw a
6 linefortwo miles! A pencil’s lead
would run out long before that. However, pens X .
arenta’_______ clean alternative. Cheap. COMPLETE

g ___ pens are made from plastics, and DISPOSE
these come from the oil industry.®_____ FORTUNATE
they also use up large quantities of metal and inks.

In the end, we need both pens and pencils. So
insteadof™______ dbout which is better
for the environment, perhaps we should buy ones
which are made from recycled materials.
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